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Table 3-2: Existing Fish Community Summary  Table (Template D2B ) 

Waterbody ID  Date Fish Species Present  Year Class(es)  Species at 
Risk Present  

In-water Work 
Timing Restriction*  

15+975/16+035 
Merrick Township   
Little Sturgeon River   

06/08/2024  MNR: Brook Trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) (Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, 2024) 
AECOM 2024 Survey : Brook Trout, Northern Pearl Dace (Margariscus nachtriebi), Golden Shiner (Notemigonus crysoleucas), Northern Redbelly 
Dace (Chrosomus eos), White Sucker (Catostomus commersonii) 

Juvenile, Adult No September 1- June 15 

12+725 
Blyth Township   
Unnamed Tributary to Little  Sturgeon River  

06/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey:  Central Mudminnow (Umbra limi), Brook Stickleback (Culaea inconstans) 

Adult No April 1- June 15 

13+400 
Blyth Township  
Unnamed Tributary to Little Sturgeon River  

06/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey:  Central Mudminnow, White Sucker, Brook Stickleback  

Juvenile, Adult No April 1- June 15 

15+512 
Blyth Township  
Unnamed Tributary to Tomiko River  

08/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey:  Central Mudminnow, Brook Stickleback  

Adult No April 1- June 15 

10+881 
Notman Township   
Unnamed Tributary to Little Tomiko River   

09/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey:  Brown Bullhead (Ameiurus nebulosus), Central Mudminnow, White Sucker, Leuciscidae spp., Brook Stickleback, Golden 
Shiner, Northern Redbelly Dace, Chrosomus spp., Creek Chub (Semotilus atromaculatus) 

Juvenile, Adult, 
YOY 

No April 1- June 15 

11+800 
Notman Township   
Unnamed Tributary to Little Tomiko  

12/08/2024  
19/08/2024  

MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey: Central Mudminnow, Brook Stickleback, Northern Redbelly Dace, White Sucker, Creek Chub  

Juvenile, Adult No April 1- June 15 

12+541 Notman Township  
Unnamed Tributary to Little Tomiko River  

N/A MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 survey: Not fished 

N/A No September 1 - June 
15 

14+073 
Notman Township   
Unnamed Tributary to Tomiko River   

12/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey:  Brook Stickleback  

Adult No April 1- June 15 

14+408 
Notman township   
Unnamed Tributary to Tomiko River  

12/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey : None captured  

N/A No April 1- June 15 

14+926 
Notman Township   
Unnamed Tributary to Tomiko River   

N/A MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey: Not fished  

N/A No September 1 - June 
15 

16+060 
Notman Township  
Unnamed Tributary to Elbow Lake (Tomiko River)  

12/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey:  Northern Pearl Dace, Northern Redbelly Dace, Finescale x Northern Redbelly Dace (Chrosomus neogaeus x Chrosomus eos), 
Creek Chub, Brook Stickleback, Central Mudminnow  

Juvenile, Adult No April 1- June 15 

16+278 
Notman Township   
Unnamed Tributary to Elbow Lake (Tomiko River)  

13/08/2024  MNR: No fish community data available  
AECOM 2024 Survey: Central Mudminnow 

Juvenile No April 1- June 15 

Note:  * When work below the high water mark, including within isolated work areas, is prohibited without explicit agency approval. 
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4. Impact Assessment  
The following provides a summary of the Project activities for the pre-construction vegetation clearing and how 
those activities could impact fish and fish habitat. Only waterbodies that directly support fish within 30 m of the 
vegetation clearing have been carried forward to the assessment for the potential of impacts to fish or fish 
habitat resulting from the Project. For additional detail, refer to the areas of impact in Figure 2 of Appendix A .  

4.1 Description of Proposed Works  
This impact assessment focuses on the potential impacts associated with only the pre-construction activities of 
the Project, including close-cut vegetation clearing, and the installation or use of temporary water crossings that 
may be required by vegetation clearing equipment for access.  

4.1.1 Close -cut Vegetation Clearing  

Clearing of trees and shrubs within the limits of the proposed extended right-of-way (ROW) is proposed in 
advance of construction, largely to comply with timing windows required for the protection of migratory birds and 
bat SAR (where applicable). The vegetation clearing is expected to be accomplished using a combination of 
handheld chainsaws and feller bunchers. The methods of removal will be determined by the Contractor and 
likely dictated by the site conditions and extent of clearing required. Additional heavy equipment such as 
skidders will likely be used to remove and process the felled trees. The vegetation clearing will entail close-
cutting of trees and shrubs only; grubbing and removal of herbaceous vegetation and low shrubs is not included 
as part of the pre-construction work, and the roots and stumps will remain undisturbed and in place until 
construction.  
 
Highway widening and as such, widening of the ROW are required to complete the work. The vegetation 
clearing will take place only where necessary (i.e., trees and tall shrubs are present) within the limits of this 
proposed extended ROW. The precise limits or extent of the tree and shrub removal in this area are 
undetermined, as the Project is in the early design stages. For the purpose of this assessment, the total area 
within the proposed ROW and within 30 m of a fish-bearing waterbody was assumed as the maximum potential 
work area in which tree and vegetation clearing is proposed. Trees and shrubs within this work area will be 
removed as needed in the late fall and winter months. Herbaceous vegetation and low shrubs will be retained, 
and grubbing is not proposed as part of the advanced vegetation clearing. In work areas where tree and shrub 
close-cut clearing is not required, vegetation removal will not be completed. For example, natural areas within 
the proposed ROW and 30 m of the High Water Mark (HWM) of a fish-bearing waterbody where trees and tall 
shrubs are absent (e.g., wetlands) will not require vegetation removal. The total combined work areas within 30 
m of fish habitat and in which vegetation removal will occur is 70,615.2 m2. The specific waterbodies, locations 
(using MTO Station numbers), and maximum area within 30 m in which vegetation clearing is proposed are 
summarized in Table 4-1, and shown in Figure 2 of Appendix A .   
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temperature, food supply, and nutrient concentrations. These residual effects all result from the same stressors 
and will be discussed collectively. 
 
All areas of riparian vegetation clearing (i.e. tree and tall shrub removal within 30 m of a fish-bearing waterbody 
bank, Table 4-1) will take place within or immediately adjacent to the existing cleared highway ROW, and will be 
an extension of the existing cleared footprint. Beyond the limits of the existing and proposed ROW, each of the 
watercourses is bordered by extensive expanses of natural areas. On a larger spatial scale and considering the 
entire watercourse or watercourse reach, the adjacent natural habitat is homogenous and abundant, and 
considering the copious amounts of similar natural landscape and riparian habitat at each of the waterbodies 
crossed by the Project, the widening of the existing cleared section of watercourse is comparatively minute in 
spatial scale. It is expected that the remaining overhanging riparian habitat throughout will maintain food and 
nutrient inputs, and water temperatures.  
 
At a local scale in the immediate area of the tree and shrub clearing, the cover, shade, and external inputs 
provided by the riparian forest are also not limiting habitat features. The natural riparian and similar conditions 
adjacent to the proposed vegetation clearing will remain intact outside of the proposed ROW limits, and continue 
to provide these inputs to the waterbodies. Furthermore, the advanced vegetation removal is limited to trees and 
tall shrubs, and herbaceous and small shrubs will be retained. This further reduces the spatial extent and 
intensity of the residual effects, as the external inputs, overhanging cover, and shade will be maintained not only 
by the adjacent habitat as noted above, but also by this retained vegetation. In some areas of the proposed 
ROW where trees and tall shrubs are absent or sparse (e.g., some wetlands, existing ROW, meadow habitat, 
etc.), the changes in habitat and consequential effects will be avoided altogether. The spatial scale and intensity 
of the habitat changes and resulting changes to external inputs, water temperature (loss of shade), and 
overhanging cover are therefore negligible to none. The duration of the habitat changes and resulting residual 
effects is however considered to be high, since the vegetation will be removed permanently to accommodate 
construction and maintained within the widened highway ROW.  Despite this, given the negligible spatial extent 
and intensity of the potential habitat changes and residual effects, changes to the access to habitat, habitat 
function, or habitat productivity will not be diminished, and there is no expected change to the ability for fish to 
carry out their life processes. The death of fish or HADD of fish habitat are not likely to result from the proposed 
advanced close-cut vegetation clearing.  
 

7. Notification and Approvals  
As described in Section 3, no records or known presence of aquatic SAR exist in the Study Area. Further 
assessment, review, or submission to regulatory agencies for compliance with the provincial Endangered 
Species Act, 2007 or federal Species at Risk Act, 2002 is not required. 
 
Provided the vegetation clearing and temporary water crossings (if needed) meet all of the conditions and 
implement all applicable mitigation measures outlined in Section 5, the death of fish or HADD are expected to 
be avoided. These works can proceed following submission of a Project Notification Form to the MTO Regional 
Environmental Section. If any snow fill temporary water crossings are proposed, provided the conditions and all 
applicable mitigation measures outlined in Section 5.2  are implemented, the death of fish or HADD are 
expected to be avoided. Snow fills are not captured in the MTO BMP for Temporary Water Crossings but can 
proceed without DFO review under the DFO CoP for Ice Bridges and Snow Fills. Snow fills can proceed 
following submission of a Project Notification Form to the DFO regional office.   
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